
AP Literature & Composition 

Summer Reading (Ms. Carroll 2018-19) 
 
 

★ Please purchase PAPERBACKS (NOT electronic texts) of BOTH texts below: 

 

The Road (Cormac McCarthy) 
ISBN-10: 0307387895 

ISBN-13: 978-0307387899 
amazon.com (used for under $5) 

The Painted Veil (Somerset Maugham) 
ISBN-10: 0307277771 

ISBN-13: 978-0307277770 
amazon.com (used for under $5) 

 

★ BEFORE the first day of school, READ and ANNOTATE The Road 

● The point of this assignment is to WRITE INSIDE THE BOOK; DO NOT use additional paper. 
 

● Annotating means supplying a text with critical and explanatory NOTES (NOT MERELY HIGHLIGHTING!!!!). 

Use the same ABBREVIATIONS and SYMBOLS every time you annotate (See suggestions, below*). 
 

● ALWAYS WRITE BRIEF COMMENTS in the margins that indicate your motivation for the notation.  

 
 
Annotate with specific attention to DETAILS about: 
 

● the LANDSCAPE  
 

● the STRENGTH of the BOND between the boy and his father 
 
● the CODE of BEHAVIOR for the boy and his father 
 
● CONFLICTS between the boy and his father AND the RESOLUTION of those conflicts 
 

 
 

*Sample ABBREVIATIONS/SYMBOLS 
 

 ! Important details 

 

 C  Conflict 

★   Resolution 

 ?  If something causes you to ASK A QUESTION.  Be sure to WRITE YOUR QUESTION in the margin! 

 


